Introduction
The discovery of a fossil wombat jaw at Barkly (1869) and Smyth (1874 Smyth ( , 1876 as the chief evidence for the Pliocene age of the gold drifts. It was referred to by Howitt (1913) and Walcott (1920) mentioned the occurrence in a paper on the age of the mammal bearing gold drifts of Australia. It was listed in the fossil catalogue prepared by Etheridge (1878) and illustrated in A ustralasian Fossils (Chapman, 1914) . Tate (1951) accepted the species as valid when he reviewed the family Votnbatidae, and placed it in the genus Vombatus, a generic determination accepted by Stephenson (1967) in a later review. Gill (1972) (Wilkinson, 1973 Glauert (1910) 
